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A language evaluation





The Bachy-Langedock  naming task 


Vocabulary and conceptualization tests (WAIS-III)


An aphasic exam (Ducarne-Ribaucourt, 1989). 








Results





Results clearly show a loss of language proficiency correlated with the degree of the disease. 


for the naming task and Vocabulary : anomia characterizes S1, with a semantic memory always efficient. S2 produce more often semantic paraphasia, correlated with a semantic memory degradation. S3 are only able to name very familiar objects, they semantic memory becoming strongly impaired.


concerning the similarity test, only S1 still able to conceptualize.


for the aphasic exam :


A verbal production and comprehension deficit correlated with the severity of the disease. However, Repetition only becomes impaired at the third phase of the disease. 


An accurate reading ability until the third phase of the disease.


A writing ability rapidly impaired, Alzheimer patients at the intermediate level having already strong deficits.  








Therapeutic applications


For S1: Working on the writing ability, particularly on the grapheme-phoneme correspondence.


For S2: Oral spheres become impaired then, semantic and phonological aspects must trained, notably by using reading exercises.


For S3: Reading ability stays the most efficient skill, which should be intensively trained because it could be used as a privileged channel for keeping communication.
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Population


30 Alzheimer patients (10 at the early phase of the disease (S1), 10 at an intermediate level (S2) and 10 at the terminal phase (S3)) 





Tests/Dementia�
Early�
Moderate�
Severe�
�
GDS�
2 - 3�
4 - 5�
6 - 7�
�
CDR�
0,5 - 1�
2�
3 - 4�
�
MMSE�
> 20�
> 10�
<10�
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Introduction


Language impairments in Alzheimer disease, notably for French speakers, are today relatively few documented. It is now commonly accepted that neuropsycholinguistic impairments are correlated with the disease progress, but specifying more precisely the functions impaired stays necessary.











